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Sale of Robes to Help Fund Digital Mammograms for Uninsured Patients

Lake Wales, FL – In response to numerous requests from patients, Lake Wales Medical Center is selling luxurious spa robes with the LWMC logo, and the proceeds will be put in a fund to help pay for mammograms for women without insurance. 

LWMC began using the spa robes when it implemented its digital mammogram program in April. 

“Our mammography patients really responded well to these robes. They like them so much better than the hospital gowns that are used at other facilities, and many of them began asking if we had any available for sale,” said Maryemma Bachelder, Marketing Director at Lake Wales Medical Center. “So we decided to order some to sell, and to use the money to help fund mammograms for women without insurance.”

LWMC was the first facility in Polk County to offer digital mammography, which offers more clear images than traditional film mammography. Insurance will pay for digital mammography, which is more expensive than film mammography. 

“We found, with both film and digital mammography, that many women ages 40 and over aren’t getting an annual mammogram like they should, and in many cases, that’s because they don’t have insurance and don’t feel like they can afford one,” said Devon Bloom, LWMC’s Radiology Director. “Our goal is to increase the number of women who receive their mammograms every year, which ultimately can help detect breast cancer earlier. Early detection is the key to successful treatment.”

The robes are available for $35 each through the Mammography department. They’ll also be available at the hospital’s 2008 Breast Cancer Awareness Walk on Oct. 4 at Crystal Lake Park in Lake Wales. 
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